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OCPS building program

means success to local

companies

Since June 2005, the
Orange County Public
Schools construction
program has awarded
nearly $616 million in
contracts to construction,
architectural and
engineering firms in
Central Florida. The data
was presented at the April
17 meeting of the
Citizens' Construction
Oversight and Value
Engineering Committee
(COVE).

“This aggressive building
program has been an
enormous stimulus to the
Central Florida economy
and has gone a long way
to renovate, replace and
provide new schools for
our children. The program
is making schools in
Orange County one the
greatest assets this
community has,” said
COVE Chairman Howard

Roland.

Since 1997 the panel has
been overseeing all public
school construction
projects in Orange
County. COVE is made up
of volunteers with
experience in
construction, engineering,
finance and auditing.
None of them do business
with the district and the
committee is independent
of the school system.

According to the report
more than 79 percent of
the school construction
projects have been
awarded to Central
Florida contractors and
subcontractors.
Architectural and
engineering firms located
in Central Florida received
more than 96 percent of
the projects dating back
to June 2005.

The School Board
recently approved budget
adjustments that will
accelerate renovation of
at least 15 more projects,”
said Superintendent
Ronald Blocker. “That
decision will help us
provide modern facilities
and state-of-the-art
technology sooner for our
students. I am very proud
that everyone, including
local firms and employees
are helping us achieve
that goal.”

“We have some of the
best building
professionals and skilled
craftsmen right here in
Central Florida,” said
Chief Facilities Officer
Bob Proie. “For many of
these local companies
these are more than just
jobs. They are building a
stronger and better
community, one
classroom at a time.”


